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o Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence :
. Department of the Army

‘ Attn: ISR . '
e FROM: Interagency Source Register ‘ ofi?f 3 ;g,!
| i ' (4] e
! GUBJECT: PANSQUE Bastists, Viotor  (SD-10237) | N o
b aka; PANEQUE y Batista, Victor Manuel | 'Q”'O 1)
| DIEOO Panequs, Major ( : o%@.%
l .

Comandant DIEGO (var name) \

! 1. Roference {8 mada to tho req\mt dated 6 Ans\wt 1962,
i subject aa abovo, whose name you desired checked a."v.inut tha
€£iles of thion offico. Tha files contain the following mror-
zation councerning the subject of your requast.

2. Informtion provided by an untegted gourcs cu 15 Sap-
‘ tesbar 1960 indicated that Vietor Manuol PANEQUZ Zatista . (war IR
. naxa Comandante RIEGO) wao atout 5°'6" tall, weighed about 180 e e
pounda, and had @ £0l1d mupculaxr bulld, light coaplexicn, sandy T
hair and groy eyes. tublact was a friendly, eimpls, but appare-
ently very shrewd and determinced individual of toundless energy. "

Subject wag born in Bolguin, Orients Province, Cube, on 22 Sep- :

tembar 1918, His formal education was short. Prom 1934 wntil ;

19k2 Sublect worksd ds & fara-hund together with hie father. In ‘

1942 Subject had four moatha of military training at Escusla g

Militar, Managua, Cuba, and then served two yoars as an infantry ;
private at the Military Busa, Muragua, Province of lavana, Cuba. i .

!

|

) Raleased from military sarvice in October 1944, ha found employ-

j . mMamwmmmWMmmmmmﬂ

] Eo vorked in this fleld wntil 13 Octoder 1956, the lest five years
of this paricd as a bartender in the Cabaret Casana Club, Bolou.n

‘ \hile st1ll employed at thig Cludb, Bubjoct xmmzmm

: Yoversnt of Pidol CADIRO, ard wao eppointed chief otmchndnstm .
' maxuwwmmwnmrormnomcmtam .
: Province. Subject was arrested by tho police of Baysmo, Oriemte .
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‘for treining of* a modera rural police force. Subject proposad o
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Province, gentenced to ana vear i prizon by the Tridunal of Sane
%130 de Luba for osaspirayy agRinst the BATIYPA regime. Es served
his sentence and wns relsasad oa 22 Novexder 1957. GSubject wvas
arrested the folloving day by the Murtica de Guerre of Balabano, -
Eavana Proviace, but ruvleased aguin four days later. Oa 27 Bovember
1957 ho was approinted by the Castro orgaaication, “Jefo de Accion”
(Political action, sabotage and violent aessaults) for ths Province

of las Villss. In this cupacity,. Sudlect organized a "Froat® oa

the Korth Coast of las Villas, callod Coluzma Ho. 1 Marcelo 8alado.
*Coluzma Ho. 1" operetsd in tha Sierra Baburwunso (North Coast of

Las Villas) wntil beglaning of October 1955, when Che QUEVARA and
Camilo CIENFUGOS with their colums entered the province. In October
1953, subject wag “Jafe ds Accion” for the Provinces of Pinar del
Rio, Havana and Mataanzas. Tn this capmeity, Subject crgpnized Rebel
Army units in the mountain aress of Pioar del Rio, the Central area .
of Matansas and the area Bast of Havina. This operution lasted two
mouths (November and Docember 1953). Froa 1 to 15 January 19%59;
Subjact's Headquarters was located at tde Sports Palace of Eavana
end wvhen Fidel CABTRO entered the City, Sudjlect turned over full
control of the city to his leador. On 15 January 1959, Subject

was appointed Chief of the Rewoluticnary Arxy 5th Rilitary Ddstriet
of Havana. B9 beold this post for 22 days. Then (bvaginning of March
1959) he was made "Jefa decl O—dan Publizv en el Estado Mayor del
Elercito flebolde" (Chief of Public Order {n the Gensral Staff of the
Bobel Army). In April 1953, Fidel CAZTRO sppointad Sudlect to the
post of Chiaf of the Rural Folice for tlw eutlre natjonal territery,
Be was given full authority to set up and orgaaize militery schools:

Fidel CASTRO the idea of organisficsg the Cubes Rural Folie oa. the
pattern of the Royal Cansdien Mounted Poliee. In July 1959, Budjdét
established tbe first Ruonl Folice Training School at ths Finca San
Jacinto in Bahia Bonda, Provincoe of Pluar del Rio. &Subjoet stated
that none of the inatruciors Iad been asscciated with the Covsmunist
Party of Cuba. Subject held tig posts of Chief of Public Order and.
eoncurrently Chief of tha Rural Police froa beglnning of April- 1959
wtil 9 Rovesmder 1959. However, towvasd the end of Octoder 1959,
Fidsl CASTRO, thoroughly disillusioned with tho anti-cosrmunist poe
1litical attituds demonstrated by staff and students of tha Bahia
Eorda Rural Police treining school, dissolved it, cssigned tha staff
teaching Jobs at feasant Kilitia schools and transferved ths students

to Rebel Aray units from yhich they had beea detached. This decision ..

vas preceded by mszercus violent argusents betwveen fudbject and Fidel
CASTRO and convinced Bubject that CASTRO was following ths Cazmunist
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linz. On 9 Fovemdor 1959, Sudbject voa removed from his post ag Chiof
of Public Oxdar aad Chief of Rural Folice. BHo was given & “"oconicion
de oexrvieio” and appointed Administrator Gensral of the "Compaaia
Intor-Amcricana”, a. truck transport-saterpriss covering about 704 of
all Cuban truck trunsport requiremsnts. Gudblect bald this position
until 29 August 1960, - On 1 feptonbor 1960 this eaterpriss was dig-
eolved and a nev cno, called ™Mmlleres Kacionales” get up in ito
place. Gubject vas mads Cenerul Administrator of this enterprise.

Ia ppite of his prominent pouitdon, Bubject decided to leave his coune
try and go to the (hited States. Ho escaped by a small boat and was
picked up by an American Tankor after drifting for fourteen hours.

Bo gove no explanaticn for his gudden dscision axcept to eay that he

———a1d not agree vith the Commwiot trend of Cuben politica, Bublect

clairmad t0 be the leador of Movimiento Insurrectiocnal 8e Recoupsrmcion
(MR « Insurrection Movement for the Recovery of the Revolution) in
Cude,  This Movemant allegedly was founded in lag Villas Province by
Boctor Orlando BORSCH (BOSCH) end Sudbject in 1959. At the beginning
of september 1900 it Joined the Alianza de Liberacion which was organe
{xed {n ths United States by Doctor Luis CONTE Aguerro vith Sublect's

asgligtance,

3. According %o a report dated 21 feptdnber 1960, fron a fairly
reliabls source, Subject trisd to give the impressica that he was
againgt the CAHIRO gavernment but in reality wus s Culten goveruncat
agant. -

4, According to a report dated 6 Octover 1960 prepared by
another offics of thie ngency, members of the Student growp at the
xiversity of Bavana reported tho pregence in Miami of two CASTRO
“Flanta” geid t0 b8 Departamanto Investigativo del Sjercito Revoe
lucionario (DIZR) agonts. Ono of these vas Sublect. The information
in this report cema from 4 Uaited States pational with business cone
tacts in the Latin American areag.

. 5. An wmvsluated report dated 13 March 1962, indicated that
Sublect was tha organizer of & hunger striks growp and wus the firat
speaker at & rally to urge the United States to give sarmus to exiled
Cubans. BHe advigsed the audfence that the “Aunger Strike to Death”
ad taken place to show tha President of the United States, that Cubans
verzs villing to die in exile if their right to defend Cuba from Come

" mmicn was denied.

6. For additional information concerning Sudjsct, you are ree
feorred to: .

a. Federal Bureau of Investigation, Bureau Fils Mo. 105-9219%.
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. Idpartwant of State Inconing Telegran from Bavana FHo.
160%, dated € October 1040 (Eo additional documntation

\ availadle).

. ¢« Irmigrution ex& Raturnlization Service (Mo additicual
docusentation available).

4. Drpurtment of the Army message from USARKMA, Havana, Cuda
4 iR: C-?IZ, dnted 3 &pmur 19&' and W, &m,
Cuwda HR: C-218, dated 13 Geptamber 1900.

e. Offico of Haval Intelligence.

fo ﬁamstmmtmyaper,&mdwismaawlzmm, C
ua@uine section "Peruds”, articla titled "foldier of o

8. Waahington Pest nowepeper, Sunday 1ssus datod 10 May 1961,
: mgazine gection "Farade”, article titled “¥We Will Fintsh
i . - the JoY.

T = Interagency Source Raglster indicstes that there is no
current cporatiosal interest in Bubjoct. O’b

8. Para. 7 ccafirms telecon of 7 August 1062 bBetwveen \ncsEernuﬂ -
ard Mrs. Taylor of your orfice.
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